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February 8, 2010

  

  

Media, PA – Congressman Joe Sestak (PA-07) released the following statement on the
passing today of Congressman John Murtha:

  

  

“My thoughts and prayers go out to the Murtha family at this very difficult time.  His service to
our nation in Congress reflected an unyielding commitment to his constituents, the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and our nation.  However, he holds my greatest respect for the
courage he showed in serving as a United States Marine and subsequently becoming the first
Vietnam combat veteran elected to Congress. In doing so, he gave a voice to millions of men
and women who fought in an unpopular war and were not afforded the respect and care they
earned and deserved.

  

  

It was a privilege to work with him on a number of issues, and I am especially appreciative of
the help he gave me as a mentor, whether it was on an approach within the halls of Congress,
specific legislative items, or coming to my District to assist at key events. We should all be
grateful for his commitment to public service for his District, Pennsylvania and this nation.”
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Born and raised in Delaware County, former 3-star Admiral Joe Sestak served in the Navy for
31 years and now serves as the Representative from the 7th District of Pennsylvania. He led a
series of operational commands at sea, including Commander of an aircraft carrier battle group
of 30 U.S. and allied ships with over 15,000 sailors and 100 aircraft that conducted operations in
Afghanistan and Iraq. After 9/11, the Congressman was the first Director of Deep Blue, the
Navy’s anti-terrorism unit that established strategic and operations policies for the Global War
on Terrorism. He served as President Clinton's Director for Defense Policy at the National
Security Council in the White House, and holds a Ph.D. in Political Economy and Government
from Harvard University. According to the office of the House Historian, Congressman Sestak is
the highest-ranking former military officer ever elected to the U.S. Congress.
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